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Reasons for allowance 

1 . The application of Yazaki et al. for the "Packet transfer apparatus with the function of 
flow detection and flow management method" filed 02/08/2002 has been examined. This 
application claims foreign priority based on the applications 2001-200438 dated 07/02/2001 filed 
in Japan. 

2. Claims 1-15 are allowable. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The instant 
application is deemed to be directed to a no obvious improvement over the prior art of record. 
The improvement comprises: a flow detector for identifying a flow to which an input packet 
belongs from header information of the input packet and outputting a flow bundle identifier 
peculiar to the identified flow or a flow bundle identifier common to the identified flow and at 
least another flow; and a controller having an information table including a plurality of 
information entries corresponding to the flow bundle identifier, for reading out one of the 
information entries from the information table on the basis of the flow bundle identifier received 
from the flow detector and performing a predetermined computing process, as expressly recited 
in the claims. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The Yazaki et al. (US#6,768,738) is cited to show the packet forwarding apparatus with a 
flow detection table. 

The Yazaki et al. (US#2003/0043802) is cited to show the packet transferring method and 
apparatus that employs the same. 

The Yazaki et al. (US#2003/0002438) is cited to show the packet forwarding apparatus 
with packet controlling functions. 

The Yazaki et al. (US#2002/0093957) is cited to show packet communication system 
with QoS control function. 

The Ikeda et al. (US#6,788,683) is cited to show flow identifying device, flow processing 
device, flow identifying method, and flow processing method. 

The Takase et al. (US#5,809,012) is cited to show the connectionless communication 

system. 

The Pei et al. (US#6,272,109) is cited to show the hierarchical schedules for different 

traffic. 

The Brown et al. (US#6,279,035) is cited to show optimizing flow detection and reducing 
control plane processing in a multi-protocol over ATM system. 
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6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Man U. Phan whose telephone number is (571) 272-3 149. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 6:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571) 272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at toll free 1-866-217- 
9197. 

MPhan 

Nov. 16,2005 It 




